9
“Unity through Diversity”      Text – Ephesians 4:7-11      OT Reading – Psalm 68:1-20

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.
What we are going to look at today is the matter of provision.  
And provision is something that needs to be done, for example, when you plan a beach trip.  
For a beach trip, you need things like sun-block, togs and towels, a packed lunch, and a hat, etc.  
And all of this needs to be carefully thought through so that nothing is missed.  
And so, once all of this has been thought through and assembled, mum or dad will apply sun-block, give you your bag with your equipment in it.  
And all of this is called provision: providing someone with all that they need.

Well, in the past few weeks, we have been talking about the Bible’s call upon each of us to “live a life worthy of the calling [we] have received,” as set down in 4:1.  
And we have begun considering how we are to do this noting the high priority given to unity by the Apostle in vv2-6.  

But the fact remains that for unity to be preserved in the church there needs to be provision.  
Each of us lacks, within ourselves, that which is necessary for unity to exist or to be maintained.  
And it is this matter of provision that the Apostle now moves on to discuss in the section from vv7-16.  
You see, the Apostle knows well that as soon as you talk about unity and oneness, believers look around and ask, “Well, why are we all so different?  Why are some Christians so good in this area and seemingly so weak in that area?  Why do I always struggle with this spiritual discipline?  How can I as an individual and we as a congregation grow in grace and progress in unity?”   
And so, aware of questions like these, we find Paul beginning to address this diversity in vv7-11.  

For there he reveals that Jesus Christ provisions the church with a diversity of gifts.  And we want to note two main aspects of this glorious truth today:  Firstly, there is provision for each believer, and secondly, there is provision for all believers.

Firstly then, we see in v7 that there is provision for each believer.  Paul says, “But to each of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.”  

	Now, what the Apostle is doing here is transitioning or moving on from the subject of unity to diversity.  Having dealt with the body of Christ as a whole, he is now going to focus on the individuals that make up the body of Christ.  For he knows that with all this talk of unity and oneness, the thoughts of these Ephesian Christians, just like our thoughts, turn immediately to the diversity and difference that seem to be in abundant supply amongst believers.  
	And he wants believers to know that this diversity is not an accident or evidence of disunity, but the design and intent of the Lord of the church.  
	We do not all come to faith at the same time.  

We do not all have the same ‘amount’ of faith.  
	Sanctification is the process of learning to hate sin more and more and learning to love doing good more and more.  
	And it is a process that goes on throughout the whole of the believer’s life on earth.  
	But sanctification moves at a different pace from one believer to the next, and is found in different degrees from one believer to the next.  
	And while some of us seem to be very good at teaching, others of us are very good at hospitality, others of us are very good at showing compassion, others of us are very good with administration, and others of us are very good at providing counsel or advice.  
	Some seem to have a lot of patience, while others are particularly gentle.  

Some have vast treasures of knowledge, while others are quick to speak a word of encouragement.  
Some are very self-controlled, while others are extraordinarily generous.  

	And in case we wonder why this is so when we are supposed to be at one and living in unity as the body of Christ, Paul says, “But to each of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.”  And there are three things we need to note about these words.  
	Firstly, the grace that Paul talks about is not saving grace it is enabling grace or equipping grace.  
	If you look back to 3:2, Paul says there, “Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, that is the mystery made known to me by revelation.”  
	The grace Paul talks about there and here is the grace to use the gifts that are given to believers for the benefit of others.  
	And this made clear also in Romans 12:6ff.  Turn there with me please.  
	There, in another conversation about one body made up of many parts, Paul says, “We have different gifts, according to the grace given us.  If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith.  7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach;  8 if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.”  
	And so the grace Paul is talking about in Ephesians 4:7 is enabling grace; grace to use your gifts for the benefit of others.  


	But note secondly that this grace is given “to each one of us.”  
	Brothers and Sisters, young people, and boys and girls, if you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, you possess this enabling grace.  
	Jesus has given you certain gifts, and the grace you need to use them for the benefit of others.  
	We have already seen what some of those gifts might be from Romans 6.  
	Galatians 5 also lists what we know as the fruits of the Spirit: “Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”  

Other passages of the Bible also reveal the different gifts that Christ gives to each believer, like 1 Corinthians 12.  
And you have at the very least one, but most likely some of these gifts in one degree or another.  For “to each of us grace has been given.”  

	And so, do not, ever, think of yourself as ‘useless’ or ‘unneeded’ or ‘superfluous’ in terms of this congregation.  
	You are, by virtue of what Christ has made you, ‘useful,’ ‘necessary,’ and ‘vital’ in terms of this congregation.  
	We need you, each of you, because of the gifts that Jesus Christ has given to you.  


	So, let me ask you if you have thought about this?
	Do you know what your gifts are?

Do you ask yourself how you may use your gifts for the benefit of others?
Are you using your gifts for the benefit of others?
	We need teachers, we need encouragers, we need office-bearers, we need administrators, we need crèche volunteers, we need visionaries, we need people with technical skills, we need welcomers, we need those with open homes, we need those who can provide meals, we need accompanists, we need dishwashers, we need prayers, we need gardeners, and the list goes on and on…
	And so, you need to learn what the enabling grace gifts that you have are.  
	And you need to use them, and grow in them, and to seek after others.  
	And we need to learn what your enabling grace gifts are, and help you to use them, and to grow in them and to seek after others.  

For each of us is vitally needed in this part of the body of Christ.  

	But note thirdly, that the grace you have been given has been given to you “AS CHRIST APPORTIONED IT.”  
	Boys and girls, have your parents ever given you chocolate raisins or chocolate peanuts?  
	Well, if they are handing them out to you and your brother or sister or friend, they take them in their hands and let them drop out and count them as they fall.  And when Mum or Dad are counting out chocolate raisins they are apportioning them.  They are giving a portion to you and a portion to your brother or sister or friend.  
	And they are trying to apportion equal amounts.  And sometimes parents do apportion incorrectly.  They give too much to one child and not enough to another.  


	Well, sometimes, in terms of the enabling grace gifts we have been given, we are tempted to think that Christ has apportioned incorrectly.  
	“Why do I struggle in this area, Lord?  Why does this seem to come so naturally to him or her and like pulling teeth for me?  Why does he or she not read like I do?  Why do they never invite anyone over?  Why do I find it so hard to control my temper?  How come he or she can bear up under so much difficulty, and I can’t?” etc etc.  


	People of God, “To each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.”  
	Before you were born, before even the creation of the world, Jesus knew you.  He knew how long you would live, every word you would speak, every thought you would have, and every thing you would do.  

And He decided to apportion you a certain amount of this gift and a certain amount of that gift and a special dose of this gift, no more and no less.  
And He did this because He knew what you would need in your walk with Him, and what your Brothers and Sisters would need from you in their walk with Him.  

	And so, you must quit with the “why?” and “how come?” and comparison questions, and instead say, “Thank you Lord for the grace gifts you have apportioned me.  Help me to discover them, help me to be content in them, help me to grow in them, and help me to use them more and more for the sake of others.”


Jesus Christ provisions the church with a diversity of gifts.  And as we have seen in v7, there is provision for each believer.  Well, we want to move on now to see in v11 that there is also provision for all believers, but before we do that, we need to briefly summarize what is found in vv8-10.  

Your Bibles, if they are like mine, probably have part of vv8-10 indented a little and set apart.  And this is to show that the Apostle is quoting here from another part of the Bible.  And the passage he quotes, as I noted earlier, is from Psalm 68:18.  
Now, those of you who have been present at district meetings might recall a discussion about this quote from your studies.  When you put this quote alongside Psalm 68:18, there are some notable differences.  
Psalm 68 talks about “you” and not “he,” and it also says “you received gifts from men,” and not “he … gave gifts to men” as it says here.  
And so, all sorts of theories abound as to why there is this difference.  

Well congregation, Paul’s purpose in vv8-10 is to prove that Jesus Christ is the one who provisions the church with a diversity of gifts.  
Psalm 68 is a Psalm that looks back on a victory of Yahweh or Jehovah, on behalf of His people, and the gifts He receives as a result of His victory.  
And Paul is not seeking to directly quote this Psalm as a prediction of what Jesus would do, but to use it as a picture of what Jesus did when He achieved victory over sin and ascended into heaven.  
Paul knows that Jesus is one and the same with Yahweh of the OT.  
And under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Paul is able to make use of this Psalm and apply it to Christ’s glorious work of salvation, ascension, and provision, without becoming guilty of the charge of misquoting Scripture.  

And this is made crystal clear with Paul’s next two statements.  
First he speaks of the one who “descended to the lower, earthly regions.” 
And this can be none other than Jesus, who left the glories of heaven and came down to earth to live as a man and die on the cross.  

And then he says also of this one that He is “the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.” 
And this too is Jesus, who after having died and arisen from the grave, rose up to take His place at the right hand of the Father in heaven.  

Thus, Jesus Christ has earned the right, as the victorious and ascended King of the church, to provision the church with a diversity of gifts.       

This brings us then to v11 where we find that not only is there provision for each believer, there is also provision for all believers.  

Of Jesus Christ, Paul says, “It was He who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers.”  
Now, let me make a few general points about this list here in verse 11.  
Firstly, this is not a comprehensive list of all of the grace gifts that Christ gives to the church.  
Having said that Christ has apportioned grace to “each of us” in verse 7, we might expect some sort of comprehensive list of gifts that believers might have.  But that is not what the inspired apostle provides.  
And so, what we have here is those gifts that Christ has given to some that are most necessary for the unity of the whole body.  
Now, this is not to belittle other gifts or to suggest that other gifts are unimportant.  
However, while every member of the church has gifts that are given for the benefit of others, these gifts are of prime importance to the unity of the whole body.  

Secondly though, this is not even a comprehensive list of leadership positions given to the church.  
For no mention is made of the Greek terms episkopos, Presbuteros, or diakonos, from which we get the terms elder and deacon, and they are quite clearly positions of leadership that the Lord has established for the benefit of the whole church.  
Now, they are clearly in view in this list, but not specifically mentioned.  
And so, again, these are the gifts most necessary for the unity of the whole body.  

Thirdly, this list also reminds us that office within the church must be recognized as not man-made but Christ provided.  
“It was He who gave some to be…”  
Seeking the well-being of His people, it is Jesus Christ who appoints men to serve as office-bearers in His church.  He knows what His people need.  
And He knows that some gifts are of prime importance to the unity of the whole body.  

Let’s look then at the gifts in this list.  
Firstly, “He gave some to be Apostles.”  
Now, Brothers and Sisters, make no mistake, this is a prioritized list.  It starts with the most important office or gift and works down.  And I am sure you will agree that the unity of the whole Christian church owes much to the work of the Apostles.  
As inspired witnesses of the person and work of Jesus, the twelve, who included Matthias the replacement for Judas, and Paul as a late addition to the twelve, stand at the human head of the NT church.  
They gave us most of the NT.  
They went out and planted the first churches.  
They bore witness to the commands of Jesus Christ.  
And when they died, that office died with them, for, after them, no one else was able to serve as an eye-witness of the earthly ministry of Jesus.  
But what foundational, important, and wonderful work they had done for the unity of the whole body of Christ.  

But Christ also gave “some to be prophets.”  
And the prophets are those whom Paul has already referred to in 3:5.  
Remembering that at this time, the Bible was still being completed, the church drew heavily on the OT and new revelation.  And so, the prophets were those who together with the Apostles explained and applied the OT for the NT church and brought ongoing revelation to the Lord’s people until the Bible was complete.  
How do we organize churches?  How do we worship?  Who is Jesus?  How does the Holy Spirit work?  All these and thousands of other questions needed answers for NT Christians.  
And the prophets were those men who were led by the Spirit to give those answers.  
But when the Bible was complete, when the church recognized the completed canon of Scripture, this office also died out because it was no longer necessary for the church.  
Now that the Bible, which, as 2 Tim 3:16 says, “Is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,  17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work,” was complete, the work of the prophets was not needed.  
But again what foundational, important, and wonderful work they had done for the unity of the whole body of Christ.  

But Christ also gave “some to be evangelists.”  
Now, an evangelist is someone who preaches the good news of the gospel.  
And the difference between an evangelist and someone like me whom we might also call a preacher is that an evangelist is one who seeks to preach and explain the good news of Jesus to unbelievers.  
He is a missionary or a church planter who goes to places where there is no church or Christ is not known and preaches the good news.
In the Bible, Philip, is noted in Acts 21 as being an evangelist.
Timothy is told by Paul to do the work of an evangelist.
And when a group of believers is established or a church formed he moves on again.
And with this gift we move into the realm of gifts that are still given to the church today.
Evangelists or missionaries, be they at home or overseas, are still very active in preaching the good news to unbelievers and planting churches.  
They too do foundational, important, and wonderful work for the unity of the whole body of Christ.

And then this list ends by switching from the itinerant gifts; traveling ministry, we might say, to the local and more settled gift of pastors and teachers.
Now, some take these titles to refer to two distinct gifts or offices; one of pastoring and one of teaching.
But Paul introduces all the other gifts or offices with the words “some to be,” but does not say here some to be pastors and some to be teachers, but joins them together with an “and.”
In addition, 1 Timothy 5:17 talks about elders whose “work is preaching and teaching.”  

And so, it is clear that the Pastor/Teacher here is the elder who works in the established church.  He is a man who is to shepherd the flock through counsel, instruction, rebuke, encouragement, and correction.  
And central to his work is the gift of teaching.  
This is why one of the qualifications for elders that Paul provides in 1 Timothy 3 is that he is “able to teach,” and in Titus 1 that he holds “firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.”

And Brothers and Sisters, no office is more important for the unity of the church today than the office of elder – the pastor/teacher.  This is why the first instruction that Paul gave to Titus was “to appoint elders in every town.”  
And the reason he gave for this is that in every church there are people who are potentially troublemakers and heresy peddlers and rebellious, and “they must be silenced.”  
But the more positive purpose of having elders is what Paul will go on to talk about in verses 12-16 – the building up of the body of Christ.
Thus, the church needs elders, pastor/teachers, to do both these things – silence the wicked and build up the righteous.
Elders also, then, do foundational work for the unity of the whole church. 

Well one last point as we finish congregation.  
What is it that lies at the heart of all of these gifts?  What is that Apostles, prophets, evangelists, and pastor/teachers do most of the time?  They teach.  Each of these offices is a teaching office.  
Whilst other gifts are important, the emphasis here is not primarily on building up relationships and establishing communities and developing service projects.  These all flow out of the primary work, which is that of teaching.  

And why is it that teaching is so vital for the unity of the church?
It is because the concern of teaching is the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.  All teaching, ultimately, is designed to strengthen knowledge of and relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ.
That is why put so much effort into training ministers.
We want them to know the Word of the Lord Jesus Christ, thoroughly.
That is why our services place so much emphasis on the preaching. 
In each and every sermon, we want to see how the text of the Bible, be it OT or NT, reveals the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
That is why we are so careful about what we sing in church.  
Our hymns and psalms need to be doctrinally correct and musically beautiful.  And they need to be this, because, as Colossians 3:16 makes clear, songs that are doctrinally correct and musically beautiful enable the Word of Christ to “dwell in [us] richly.”  And then we are able to “teach and admonish one another with … Psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs.”  
That is why we take the time to carefully consider duos for the office of elder and deacon.  
In their work, we want to see the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.
That is why we put such a high priority on encouraging you all to attend district meetings and other Bible studies.  
We want to discover the riches of the salvation that belongs to us in Jesus Christ and to grow as a community of those who love the Lord Jesus Christ.
That is why we are trying to build up a large library and encourage you to read. 
Doctrine leads to duty.  Salvation leads to service.  Knowing Christ leads to following Christ.   
That is why we are so careful about the time given to, and content of, the studies in our Sunday school, cadet, catechism, and youth groups.  
It is because teaching leads to everything else in the work of the kingdom.  
Teaching points Christians to the Lord Jesus Christ who is the hinge of unity in the whole church.

Brothers and Sisters, young people, and boys and girls, Jesus Christ provisions HIs church with a diversity of gifts.  

How encouraging it is to know that there is provision for each believer!  
May He be praised as we use the gifts that He has apportioned to each of us!  

But how encouraging it is to know also that there is provision for all believers.  
May Jesus Christ be praised for the teaching gifts and offices.  Amen.

